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that the dental corps shall consist of 
commissioned officers of the same grade 
and proportionately distributed among 
such grades as are now or may hereafter 
be provided by law for the medical corps.

LETTER FROM PATRIOTIC  
DENTIST.

St. Paul, Minn., March 9, 1918.
Dear Doctor King:—I am sending you a 

picture. Don’t you think this picture 
would interest the many readers of The 
Journal, especially at this time? This 
picture is one of myself taken in camp;

my chair is strictly home-made and my 
instrument case, you will note, is a cigar 
box.

I enlisted as a private in the Spanish 
war in 1898 and served until mustered 
out, my salary being $15 to $18 per 
month. Practically all of my profes
sional services while in the Army were 
“ thank you” jobs. I furnished all mate
rials and instruments but the forceps, 
extractions were always filled; on rare 
occasions, I would receive twenty-five 
cents for a particularly difficult filling. 
I was not in service long before it was 
known thruout our Army Corps that there 
was a dentist in the ranks and from that 
time on, I was frequently called upon,

even during the night, to give relief to 
men suffering from tooth troubles, and I 
might add that only within the past year 
have I examined some of the fillings I 
put in during my service with the colors 
and have found them doing good service.

Because of my age and because I have 
served my country once in the ranks, I 
have made application for a commission 
as Dental Surgeon in the Dental Reserve 
Corps. I am anxious to help the good 
old U. S. A. and I believe I am entitled 
to a commission.

Yours respectfully,
W. O. ASSEIN,
1045 Hastings Ave.

SHOOT THE SPIES!

The developments of the last two 
weeks have indicated that there is an in
creasing number of spies and enemy 
agents engaged in active operations in 
various parts of this country. There 
have been revelations of the presence of 
these persons in many of the principal 
plants where are manufactured airplanes, 
shells, and other materials needed in Eu
rope. It seems to be possible for men to 
get into the factories and do damage to 
the product. There has long been a sus
picion that the industry of the Germans 
in that direction was persistent, skillful, 
and successful. The only consolation at 
present is that some of the offenders are 
being identified, if they are not being 
adequately punished. There would seem 
to be no good reason why the government 
should not execute, with as little delay 
and formality as is consistent with the 
regularities of such a transaction, those 
who have been convicted of such atroci
ties as have been described recently in 
the newspapers. That process would re
move effectually and permanently people 
who are materially aiding the enemy by 
secretly murderous methods, and would 
serve as a fine, and probably effective, 
example to those who are inclined 
to continue that class of work. An 
individual capable of such destruc-
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tion has exceedingly little to fear 
from the present lenient policy. He 
might fare worse by committing a minor 
offense against law and order. A few 
shots accurately and discriminately 
placed would have an exceedingly, whole
some effect.— Army and Navy Register, 
A p ril 6.

ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.

While nothing official has yet been 
vouchsafed in regard to the decision of 
the War Department as to the total en
listed strength of the Army, which is to 
be the basis of the commissioned person
nel of the medical department of the reg
ular establishment, it is understood that 
the ruling, which may be expected during 
the coming week, will announce this total 
enlisted strength as 286,000. There will 
be, accordingly, an excess of colonels 
and lieutenant colonels owing to the 
fact that the numbers in those grades as 
now existing were based on a strength of
300.000. The excess number will, of 
course, have to be absorbed, but as there 
are a number of retirements in prospect 
during the next few months the situation 
will not be a difficult one to adjust. 
There are now 883 officers in the medical 
department, including those who have 
been recently recommended for appoint
ment; and on the basis of the prescribed 
total enlisted strength there will be in 
the neighborhood of 1 ,0 0 0  vacancies to 
be filled. The dental corps, now consist
ing of 209 officers, is entitled to some 90 
more in view of the fact that the person
nel of that branch is founded on the 
total strength of the Army, estimated at
300.000, instead of the total enlisted 
strength. In the examination which was 
recently held, the results of which are to 
be made known in the next few weeks, 
it was announced that the candidates 
found qualified would be afforded the 
opportunity of appointment to the re
stricted degree of not more than three or 
four vacancies. A large number of can
didates had previously applied for the

privilege of taking the examination, and 
when it became known that the vacan
cies were so few in number many of 
them declined to enter the competition. 
Since then, it is promised, there will be 
nearly 1 0 0  vacancies to be filled, and 
probably there will be much discontent 
expressed when it is known that there 
were a larger number of vacancies than 
was at one time in prospect. — Army and 
Navy Register, A p ril 6.

SALUTE THE FLAG.

It may be necessary to resort to com
pulsion to insure proper respect for the 
flag. While our soldiers are dying for 
that flag it is unseemly that any one in 
this country should omit the salute that 
is at the same time an indication of alle
giance and a tribute to the fighting men.

We may be certain that no one in 
Germany fails to exhibit respect for the 
Teutonic red, white, and black. It may 
be contended that the Germans do so 
under compulsion, that they are secretly 
in revolt against the symbol of Hohen- 
zollern rule. One of our war aims is 
said to be the reformation of the Ger
man Government; we. would bring free
dom to the exploited and subjected Ger
man masses.

We call our flag the flag of freedom; 
it is the banner of liberty and democ
racy. If our affection for it stops short 
of a simple observance such as a salute, 
what may be surmised as to our attitude 
towards the things it symbolizes? Ger
mans might well be skeptical of the ad
vantages of our form of government if 
we hold its emblem in so low esteem.

The truth is, of course, otherwise, 
tho excuses do not excuse. The failure 
to salute the flag relates rather to bad 
manners, inertia, and stupidity than to 
lack of loyalty and patriotism. If this 
were not the case the government might 
as well go out of business tomorrow.

We are proud of our freedom. But 
when we make use of it to misprize its 
symbol we have to that extent forfeited




